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✓ Map existing policies/regulations
✓ Key enablers

✓ Key obstacles

→ Impact implementation of mission solutions and innovations

✓ Identify solutions and recommendations
✓ To reinforce incentives/enablers

✓ To address barriers/obstacles

✓ Support a roadmap to success for future LH projects

Regulations and Policy – 
Enabling Conditions
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Methodology 

• Top-Down Mapping: Identified 
related policies and regulations.

• Bottom-Up Assessment: 
Collected barriers and enablers 
through interviews.

•  Case Studies: Gathered real-
world examples from different 
regions.

• Workshops: Engaged 
stakeholders (policy makers, 
innovators, researchers, 
industry) to validate findings 
and discuss solutions.
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Policy Heatmap

✓ 77 EU-level documents screened 
(recommendations, communications, 
directives, regulations, and plans).

✓ Further examples (including local 
legislation) identified through interviews 
and added.

✓ Systematic keyword screening used to 
map links between policies and Mission 
Objectives.

✓ Heatmap analysis shows:

✓ ~60% of documents address "Pollution 
Prevention" and "Ecosystem Restoration".

✓ ~50% address "Carbon Neutral and 
Circular Blue Economy".

✓ Specific topics like "marine biodiversity 
innovation" less frequently addressed 
(~40%).

✓ 23% of documents support all three 
Mission Objectives; 35% support two.
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Enablers

Enforcing
Nature 

restoration

Common framework and
strategy development by cross-

border directives

Regulations
give direction

Catalyse
investments

Support 
cooperation

Implementation
of new 

technologies

Green 

taxonomy 
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Barriers

Weak political 
buy-in

Ambiguity of 
definitions

Contradi
ctions/pri
oritisatio

ns

Disparity of 
implementation

Lack of 
communicatio

n

Inadequacy of 
certain policies

Administr
ative

overload

Policy 
evaluation

and 
actualisati

on
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Solutions and recommendations

Recommendati
ons

Streamline testing 
and Licensing

Incorporate local contexts in 
policymaking

Redefine profit for 
sustainable development

Support Innovation
through adjusted tax & 

cost systems

Encourage sharing of 
hindering factors

Refine policy 

creation and 

implementation

Simplify policy 

language and 

definitions
Ensure adequate 

implementation 

of existing 

regulations
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